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Tennessee’s Cotton and Corn Crops 
Better than Expected

Harvest of the State’s row crops are virtually complete,
with only some double-cropped soybeans currently left for
the combines to run through.  October proved to be
excellent in terms of harvest weather.  Debra Kenerson,
new State Statistician for the Tennessee Agricultural
Statistics Service commented, “Dry conditions throughout
the month allowed producers to rapidly harvest their crops,
but the dry weather has also been harsh on pastures and
newly sown wheat fields.”  Weather proved instrumental
in limiting the yield potential of the State’s soybean crop.
Several freezes struck the crop the second week of
October, effectively shutting the plants down.  Kenerson
went on to say, “Tennessee’s cotton and corn crops,
however, are shaping up to be better than initially
thought.”  Based on a November 1 survey, the State’s corn
crop is forecast to yield 112 bushels per acre, ten bushels
higher than last year and five bushels better than the five-
year average yield.  Yields still remain highly variable
across the State.  Cotton yields are also better than thought
last month, now coming in at 606 pounds per acre,
surpassing both the five and ten-year average yield.
Tobacco forecasts did not change from October, with
burley still projected at 2,100 pounds per acre.  E. Dark
fire-cured tobacco is forecast to yield 2,500 pounds per
acre, while W. Dark fire-cured tobacco is forecast at
3,000 pounds.  Dark air-cured also remains unchanged
from last month at 2,200 pounds per acre.  Tobacco
producers have begun stripping their crop, preparing it for
market.  Due to the October freeze, the  soybean crop has
declined slightly with yield currently forecast at 26
bushels per acre.

Cotton Harvest More Than Three 
Weeks Ahead Of Normal

Harvest was in full steam for most of October, except for
two or three days around the one big rain early in the
month.  Consequently, harvest was virtually completed by
month’s end, more than three weeks ahead of normal.  For
most producers a second picking was just not
economically feasible, so stalk shredders followed the
pickers.  Although the hot, dry conditions of August took
its toll on the crop, it appears that the Boll Weevil
Eradication Program is having a positive affect on
Tennessee’s yields.  Forecasted yields are now 606 pounds
per acre, slightly better than average.  Harvest acreage is
estimated at 570,000 acres, up 1 percent from 1999.
Production is forecast at 720,000 bales, the highest total
since 1995.

Corn Yield 10 Bushels Better Than Last Year

October weather had little impact on Tennessee’s corn
crop, since harvest was virtually wrapped up the first week
of the month.  Producers still indicate highly variable
yields, depending on whether or not rain was received
during pollination.  There were reports of brittle stalks
causing some yield loss when combines came through the
fields, but this was not a widespread problem.  Corn
growers now have a better handle on actual yields.  The
State’s yield increased three bushels from last month to
112 bushels per acre, ten bushels better than last year.
With an estimated 590,000 acres for grain, production
totals 66.1 million bushels.

Late Frost Nips Soybean Potential

Mother Nature has had one more thing to say about
Tennessee’s soybean crop this year, as a freeze the second
week of October shut down double-cropped beans.  This,
coupled with the hot dry conditions of August, has made
for a difficult year coming off last year’s drought.  The
crop is currently forecast to yield 26 bushels per acre, the
second lowest yield since 1989, but seven bushels better
than last year’s disappointing crop.  Total production is
forecasted at 30.2 million bushels.

(Continued on Page 2)



Tobacco Producers Optimistic, Despite Poor Curing Conditions

The dry conditions throughout October made stripping of the State’s tobacco crop difficult during the month, since it has been
in case so infrequently. Producers, however, remain optimistic due to better than average yields.  Despite the dry conditions,
growers have managed their crops well, as there have been only a few reports of tobacco curing improperly (remaining green).
Timely rains and dry weather kept diseases in check this year.  As producers prepare their crops for the market, burley yields
are forecast at 2,100 pounds, topping the 2,000 pound mark for just the third time in the past decade.  Production remains
forecast at 94.5 million pounds, 9 percent below last year.  Dark fire-cured tobacco yields were also unchanged from last
month.  Type 22 is forecast to yield 2,500 pounds and produce 19.8 million pounds, while Type 23 is forecast to yield a State
record 3,000 pounds producing 1.89 million pounds.  Dark air-cured tobacco, Type 35, is forecast to yield 2,200 pounds and
produce 1.45 million pounds.

October Proves Rough For Pastures, Wheat

Fortunately for Tennessee cattle producers, the State had an excellent year in terms of both hay yield and quality.  Pasture
conditions at the end of October were 61 percent poor-to-very poor, as dry weather has taken it’s toll.  Many producers have
been forced to begin feeding hay.  Cattle conditions remain mostly fair-to-good, but some producers have had to start hauling
water.  In addition, the lack of moisture led to poor emergence of newly seeded wheat fields.  Many producers delayed sowing
their 2001 wheat crop until adequate rain arrived. 

Crop Forecasts: Tennessee and United States, November 1, 2000, with Comparisons

Crop Unit
Harvested Acres Yield Per Acre Production

1999
 Indicated

2000 1999
Indicated

2000 1999
Indicated

2000
Thousands Number of Units Thousands

TENNESSEE
Apples lb. — --- — — 9,500 9,000
Corn for grain bu. 570 590 102 112 58,140 66,080
Cotton1 lb. 565 570 505 606 595 720
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 1,850 1,900 2.00 2.30 3,700 4,370
Peaches lb. — — — — 3,100 2,000
Soybeans bu. 1,200 1,160 19 26 22,800 30,160
Tobacco, All lb. 63.2 54.2 1,941 2,170 122,601 117,592
  E. Dark-fired (22) lb. 7.0 7.9 2,280 2,500 15,960 19,750
  W. Dark-fired (23) lb. .57 .63 2,500 3,000 1,425 1,890
  Burley (31) lb. 55.0 45.0 1,890 2,100 103,950 94,500
  One-sucker (35) lb. .60  .66 2,110 2,200 1,266 1,452
Winter Wheat bu. 340 380 56.0 55.0 19,040 20,900

UNITED STATES
Apples lb. — — --- — 10,579,600 10,677,100
Corn for grain bu. 70,537 73,099 133.8 137.7 9,437,337 10,053,942
Cotton1 lb. 13,424.9 13,519.0 607 622 16,968.0 17,509.8
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 39,175 38,274 1.92 1.90 75,153 72,680
Peaches lb. --- --- --- --- 2,525,400 2,677,100
Soybeans bu. 72,446 73,024 36.6 38.0 2,653,758 2,777,036
Tobacco, All lb. 647.16 492.26 1,997 2,289 1,292,692 1,126,698
  E. Dark-fired (22) lb. 10.75 11.90 2,304 2,567 24,773 30,550
  W. Dark-fired (23) lb. 4.07 4.43 2,612 3,214 10,630 14,240
  Burley (31) lb. 303.60 201.00 1,829 2,073 555,185 416,677
  One-sucker (35) lb. 3.45 3.66 2,325 2,610 8,021 9,552
Winter Wheat bu. 35,572 35,401 47.8 45.0 1,699,989 1,594,321
1 Production in 480-lb. net weight bales.  U.S. production includes American-Pima cotton.

REMINDER:  All forecasts in this report are based on November 1 conditions.



Cotton Ginnings: Running Bales Ginned(Excluding Linters) Prior to November 1, Crop Years 1997-2000

State
Running Bales Ginned

1997 1998 1999 2000
All Cotton

AL 179,700 350,200 348,200 362,150

AZ 298,750 114,750 177,750 244,450

AR 929,100 1,018,950 1,154,850 1,145,800

CA 1,146,700 160,900 516,800 779,550

FL 32,800 32,450 46,400 45,250

GA 580,800 525,300 501,300 535,950

LA 814,200 580,400 807,950 837,650

MS 1,138,050 1,262,150 1,417,550 1,512,700

MO 340,300 281,800 415,200 423,250

NM 22,300 14,000 13,650 27,000

NC 201,900 544,000 103,400 408,650

OK 54,600 75,050 52,500 78,100

SC 112,250 213,350 80,000 151,100

Tennessee 408,850 451,650 484,750 613,500
TX 1,646,150 1,640,700 2,118,800 2,017,250

VA 23,650 93,200 23,750 38,250

US 7,930,100 7,358,850 8,262,850 9,220,600

Amer-Pima
AZ 1 16,150 2,900

CA 127,100 35,150 67,000 87,500

NM 1 2,850

TX 1 13,550 5,600 6,350

US 159,650 40,250 77,150 98,400
1 Not published to avoid disclosing individual gins, but included in the U.S. totals.

Fresh Market Vegetables Outlook

This fall (primarily October to December), U.S. growers intend to harvest 5 percent fewer acres of fresh-market vegetables
and melons than a year ago.  Reduced area reflects low shipping-point prices last fall and periodically this year.  Fresh-market
vegetable prices during the first quarter of 2000 were the lowest since 1986, because excellent yields and higher acreage led
to oversupply.  However, growers reacted to these low prices and those of 1999 by lowering acreage over the next three
quarters of 2000.  The resulting reduction in market shipments helped fresh vegetable prices to rise in the spring.
Shipping-point prices reached record-high levels during the summer as cool, wet conditions in Eastern States and erratic
weather (temperature extremes, untimely rain) in California delayed harvests and reduced yields.

The Economic Research Service forecast for the winter 2001 season (January-March) suggests fresh-market vegetable acreage
will be reduced from a year earlier.  With last winters financial losses still fresh in their minds, growers and shippers have
likely taken note of the positive effects that acreage reductions have had on market prices during the spring, summer, and fall
seasons.  With shipments expected to decline this winter, fresh vegetable shipping-point prices are likely to average above
the lows experienced a year earlier.

Source:  Economic Research Service, USDA.  Vegetables and Specialties Summary, November 16, 2000; ERS-VGS



Value of Turkey Production Up 6 Percent

The value of turkeys produced during 1999 was $2.84 billion, up 6 percent from the $2.68 billion the previous year.  Turkey
production in 1999 totaled 6.95 billion pounds live weight, compared with 7.05 billion pounds in 1998.  The average price
received by producers during 1999 was 40.8 cents per pound, compared with 38.0 cents in 1998.

Turkeys: Production, Price and Value by State
and United States, 1999 and Preliminary 2000

State
Number 
Raised 1

1999  

Pounds 
Produced

1999

Price per
 Pound 2

1999

Value of
Production

1999

Preliminary
Number Raised

2000

1,000 Head 1,000 Pounds Dollars 1,000 Dollars 1,000 Head

AR 27,000 491,400 0.44 216,216 28,000
CA 17,500 428,750 0.45 192,938 17,300
MN 43,500 1,065,750 0.35 373,013 43,000
MO 22,000 616,000 0.45 277,200 23,500
NC 46,500 1,129,950 0.42 474,579 44,000
VA 24,000 525,600 0.42 220,752 25,000
US 272,994 6,947,156 0.41 2,835,389 272,835

1  Based on turkeys placed Sep 1, 1998, through Aug 31, 1999.  Excludes young turkeys lost.
 2  MN are actual live weight prices.  All other States’ prices are equivalent live weight returns to producers

1999 Per Capita Consumption in Pounds, US

Chicken 77.7
Beef 69.2
Pork 53.9
Turkey 17.9
Lamb & Mutton 1.0

1999 Per Capita Consumption in Pounds, by Country

Israel 28.8
United States 17.9
France 12.8
Italy 10.8
United Kingdom 9.9
Canada 9.5
Netherlands 8.1
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